Introduction to Islam

McMaster University
2Q03  
Fall 2019
Professor Liyakat Takim

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursday 10:00 – 11:00 
Or by appointment

Office:
University Hall B 125 
Tel:
 (905) 525-9140 (ext 20521) 








e-mail   LTakim@McMaster.ca
The Course
The course will initially discuss the role of the Prophet Muhammad in fashioning an Islamic community from a tribal society in Pre-Islamic Arabia. It will also discuss the function of the Qur’an in molding the socio-political lives of the early Muslims. Students will read about and be acquainted with issues like the formulation and crystallization of Islamic belief system (aqida), the formation of the law schools, and the development and canonization of hadith literature. We will also discuss the growth of the mystical traditions and the gender debate in Islam. By the end of the course, students will have a good grasp of the early history of Islam and the subsequent growth of the Muslim community. No prior knowledge of Islam is required. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Regular attendance and active class participation are mandatory. 

Reading assignments: 

Momen Introduction to Shi’i Islam 
Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an
Denny, An Introduction to Islam

Watt, M., The Formative Period of Islamic Thought,  (reserve)
Schimmel, Mystical Dimension of Islam (reserve)

 Assignment Schedules: 

There will be a mid-term and three quizzes in class. Since this is an experiential class, you will be required to write a report on a site visit. In addition, there will be a final examination at the end of the semester. 

Composition of Final Grades

Mid-term   15% 

3 Quizzes: 10% each (total 30%)

Guest Lecture 10%

Final Paper 25%

Mosque Visit 10%

Class and tutorial attendance and participation: 10%

Classes & Readings:

September 3 & 5:  Introduction to Islam and Pre-Islamic Arabia; Muhammad at 
Mecca & Medina

        Readings: Denny, An Introduction to Islam, Chapter 4 & 5



             Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an, 80-105

Sept. 10 & 12: The Event of the Qur’an;

 Readings: Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an, pgs. 1-16, 106-120


      
           Denny, An Introduction, pgs. 138-157
Sept. 17 & 19: Succession & the Early Muslim Community: The Rightly 
Guided Caliphs

  Readings:  Momen: 11-61; 147-172
Sept 24 & 26: Early Sectarianism: The Kharijis and Shi‘is

Readings:  Watt, The Formative Period, pgs. 9-19 (Reserve),




       Momen: 61-105




Oct. 1 & 3: The Umayyad and ‘Abbasid Dynasties

       Denny, An Introduction, pgs. 96-104 
Oct. 8: First Quiz

 Sunni Theology & the Emergence of Ahl al-Sunna wa’l Jama’a

        Readings: Watt, The Formative Period, pgs. 209-225 (Reserve)




 Denny, An Introduction, pgs. 172-194 
Oct. 10   Sunni Theology & the Emergence of Ahl al-Sunna wa’l Jama’a

        Readings: Watt, The Formative Period, pgs. 209-225 (Reserve)




 Denny, An Introduction, pgs. 172-194 
October 15 & 17 
Reading Week

Oct. 22 & 24   Shari‘a & the Schools of Law; 


         Readings: Denny, An Introduction, pgs.195-214




  Momen: 184 - 208

Oct. 29  
Midterms in Class 

Oct. & 31 & Nov 5
 
Devotional Acts - The Five Pillars 

           Readings: Denny, An Introduction, pgs.107-137, 294-317

November 7
Quiz 2 
November 7 : Qur’an and the Other: Minorities and Religious Pluralism



Readings: Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes, 162-70



Clare Wilde and Jane Dammen McAuliffe. “Religious Pluralism and the 


Qur’an,” EQ, 4:398-419.

November 12: Site Visit to Mosque 
November 14 & 19
Women in the Islamic Tradition 


Readings TBA
November 21 & 26
Sufism - The Mystical Dimension of Islam



Readings:  Schimmel: Mystical Dimension of Islam, pgs. 23-41, 98-148

November 28:      Guest Lecturer
December 3
 Film on Sufim

December 5  
Quiz 3 & Course Review

Policies 
DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC 
Staff in the office of the Department of Religious Studies will not date-stamp or receive papers and other assignments. 

UNIVERSITY MANDATED 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. 

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained. 

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 

AVENUE TO LEARN 
In this course we will be using Avenue to Learn. Students should be aware that, when they access the electronic components of this course, private information such as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation may become apparent to all other students in the same course. The available information is dependent on the technology used. Continuation in this course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such disclosure please discuss this with the course instructor. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to make arrangements with a Program Coordinator. Academic accommodations must be arranged for each term of study. Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail sas@mcmaster.ca. For further information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities. 

POLICY FOR MODIFYING A COURSE 
The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term. The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances. If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check her/his McMaster email and course websites weekly during the term and to note any changes.

MCMASTER STUDENT ABSENCE FORM 
In the event of an absence for medical or other reasons, students should review and follow the Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work”. Please note these regulations have changed beginning Spring/Summer 2015. The timeframe within which the MSAF is valid has been reduced from 5 days to 3 days. The upper limit for which an MSAF can be submitted has been reduced from ‘less than 30%’ to ‘less than 25%’ of the course weight. As per the policy, students must immediately follow up with their instructors to request accommodation for any missed academic work. Failure to do so may negate their relief. If you have any questions about the MSAF, please contact your Associate Dean’s office. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION FOR RELIGIOUS, INDIGENOUS OR SPIRITUAL OBSERVANCES (RISO) 
Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual observances should follow the procedures set out in the RISO policy. Students requiring a RISO accommodation should submit their request to their Faculty Office normally within 10 working days of the beginning of term in which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the Registrar's Office prior to their examinations. Students should also contact their instructors as soon as possible to make alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests. 
TURNITIN.COM 
In this course we will be using a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal plagiarism. Students will be expected to submit their work electronically to Turnitin.com and in hard copy so that it can be checked for academic dishonesty. Students who do not wish to submit their work to Turnitin.com must still submit a copy to the instructor. No penalty will be assigned to a student who does not submit work to Turnitin.com. All submitted work is subject to normal verification that standards of academic integrity have been upheld (e.g., on-line search, etc.). To see the Turnitin.com Policy, please go to www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity.
